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Watch Out for Fridays

Distracted driving poses a large risk to riders, causing 12,026 accidents

throughout Arizona in 2010 as reported by the Arizona Depariment of |

Transportation (ADOT). There are three forms of distraction; manual, in

which hands may be taken off the wheel, visual, when eyes may be |

La[u{m off the road, and cognitive, when the mind is elsewhere while
riving.

Itis only natural that at the end of the workday or at the beginning of a |
peak—but this could |

weekend that drivers’ cognitive distraction would
H;s!aﬂ'msasmrfur bikers alsc on the road during that same rush hour drive
me.

The peak hours for motorcycle collisions happens to be that same
window. In 2010, there were 269 motorcycle accidents between 4 to 5

pm, and ancther 244 from 5 to 6 pm, according to the Arizona Depart-

ment of Transportation (ADOT).

During these same hours on Fridays alone, there were 88 motorcycle
collisions—a whopping 462 total accidents on Fridays in 2010. Ewvery
Friday sees nearly 9 accidents, and at least one motorcycle accident

happens every day during rush hour.

If you can't avoid the roads during these peak hours, try to give yourself
extra time, and even more extra space, to make sure you can see all
around you to avoid potential threats and to help yourself be more seen

to the drivers around you, who most likely have their minds elsewhere.

LEGAL RUMBLES |

Mistake # 8
Failure to Say NO to a Request to Give A Recorded Statement

After an accident, insurance companies will almost always ask the injured party for
& recorded statement fo “find out what happened.” Finding out the detals of an
accident is imporant for an insurance claim, but the fact that it is recorded should
automatically raise a red flag; why does it have to be recorded?

Recorded statements can be used by insurance companies to twist what was simply
a generic question, for example, “How are you doing today?" with a generic answer,
“Fine,” inte something that can be used in negoliations to make it seem like the
injured party is not as badly injured as they fruly are—just because they said they
were feeling fine.”

Many times, clients may come to us after they have already provided a recorded
siatement. This can be overcome because we anticipate the bwisting of words that
the insurance company may claim; but it is much more favorable to a case if there
was no recorded statement.

If you've been in an accident and the insurance company keeps calling you for a
recorded statement, fry to avoid speaking to them until after consulting with an
attomey. You want fo make sure you protect yoursalf from saying something
casually that could hurt your case later on,

Have a que
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FEATURED BIKER FRIENDLY
BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

Mame: Mick Degn-Chairman

Business: Arizena Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Foundation (AMSAF), a
Mon Profit (501c3) Foundation with its goal aimed at reaching out to the entire
Motorcycle riding community and Arizona Citizen, to promote and improve the
well-being of motorcycle riders.

Ride: | ride a 2003 Harley Davidson Ultra Classic (100 year anniversary)

How long have you been in business?
AMSAF was established in 2011.

How long have you been riding motorcycles?
I've been riding for about 30 years on motorcycle and before that on dirt bikes.

How has your passion for riding affected your involvement in the motor-
cycle community?

In my years of riding, you can't but help get involved in the Motorcycle commu-
nity. Motorcycling is a sport, way of transportation and a passion. As a rider, you
have to be more cautious of your surreundings and | think in some cases you
leam to be a better driver. In my years of riding, I've believed in taking motor-
cycle training courses. It's intaresting the bad habits you can pick up in a short
time and by taking a refresher course you find out real quick what you need to
comect. ['ve found myself also involved in the Legislative process to help on
Motorcycle Bills and other avenues that helped in Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness.

What was your favorite part of our Arizona Motorcycle Accident Guide?

It is hard to say what | like best about the Arizona Molorcycle Accident Guide,
There are so many great fips in there on accidents, underinsured insurance,
and the hidden part of the helmeat issue. This is a book that should be in the
hand of all Motorcyclists. Insurance is something that can be taken for granted
and over the years |'ve heard so many homor stories on accidents and lack of
insurance. This book has so many great fips.

BIKER EVENTS AROUND AZ
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Mark visiting the AMSAF table at Skun
Motorsports’ Open House in Mesa
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Free Consultations ¢ (480) 422-1354 (520) 777-9069 (602) 457-6304 (623) 209-7769 (928) 225-2664

MORE ABOUT AMSAF  KIDS DO THE DARNDEST THINGS

What would you say to someone that has been injured in a molorcycle accident? ; e : i docided
If you're involved in an accident, the first thing you should do is contact an attomey. There are m‘;::; ;ﬂmf IZ'T;: video ;aﬁ;ﬂg: Emda %m}ﬁm that
way too many factors to consider. According to the Govemor's Office of Highway Safety, Arizona is named after and works just like the TV show, "Deal or no Deal.” Even-
has averaged more than 3000 motorcycle accidents each year and those figures are increasing. tually, they had enough of that video game and decided to play laser tag.
Clearly, there are more reasons than ever to promote motorcycle safely and awareness. You may be wondering, “What was Mark doing?” Mark was very

busy....busy playing laser tag with the kids. | think during the Deal or No
Anything you'd like to share about your business? Desl video game Mark might have been strategizing an how he was going
In 2011, we established Arizona Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Foundation (AMSAF) with io beat all the kids at laser tag.
the whale purpose of helping the Motorcycle Community on a daily basis. Qur goal is to get ; ;
Safely and Awareness out there all the fime with fips that will help the rider and those around E“,,’{;m £y l?;*ﬁ“:,‘;*}’:‘;‘;‘:ﬁ:&
them. We will also do this with billboards around the slate, Look out for Motorcycle signs in cifies game. (Edifor's Note from Mark: The
around the state, PSA's, preduce educalional malerials emphasizing the imporiance of riding entire laser tag facility was basically a

respansible and the perils of impaiment. game of Breyer vs. Breyer. | owed it to

my kids to get in there for their protec-  EES
We need your help, in the form of a tax-deductible contribution, to achieve our goals. tion and safety. Of course, | also had [N
You can visit us on www.amssaf.org and on Fecebook under Amsaf, mbaa}.ﬂnmﬁhmpussﬂ:h]
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The Top 10 List tor This Month

at The Husband and Wite Law Team

s G AZ 10.-One of our motorcycle clients told us what ha thought his biks was worth and we were able to gelhim thousands more
Casa Grande, than he asked for.

9, We were approached by a client who had more than $100,000 in medical bills but far less insurance coverage. We were able

Never get foo comfortable lo reach a settiement with the at-fault driver thal got everyone paid and money for our client

on your bike. When you 8. We had a car accident case where we uncovered three different insurance policies. The third policy likely would not have been
relax foo much, your found by attorneys with less expertise in this area of law.

reflexes will be slower 10 e \eicomed a new top paralegal to our firm after months of interviewing applicants that wanied to join our growing team.
::::E when you need them ¢ ..+ -1 our annual cient appreciation dimers ith well over 150 peoplein atendance.

5. Newsweek Magazine (yes, THAT Newsweek Magazine) contacted Breyer Law for inclusion into their section “The National

2012 Leading Personal Injury Law Firms.” (Stay tuned ...)

..h:&".'ﬂﬂ I'ﬂ.'-'ﬂ 5250 m'r 4. We were able to win a six figure, full insurance palicy limit setilement for a cliant after another lawyer rejected the case, T~
sharing this great tip with us! presumably thinking nobody could win the case. We won it
3. Alexdis and Mark were interviewed by Fox 10 Phoenix TV station. (Stay luned for more details . . .)
To find out how you can win visit 2. When an insurance company refused to make an acceptable offer to our cient, we told them we'd see them at trial.

HGTDGYEIEAG@UBHILEW Brs After showing them we were serious about going lo court, they TRIPLED their previous offer and the case settled.

Arizona.com/LightsOn 1, Super Lawyers — a prestigious organization that names the top 5% of all lawyers in each state granted Mark the honor of being
named a Super Lawyer!
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